Reflections

September 25

I am new to research design and theory, so all that information is new to me.

After reading chapters 1 and 2, I was amazed with the steps on how new knowledge is created.

Chapter 1 was good to give an overview.  However, I’m still puzzle a bit with the alternatives to social research.  I would hate to think that knowledge is only ‘real’ by using social research.

Chapter 2  

When I was reading chapter 2, I found interesting to learn about the purpose of research (explore, describe, and explain) and learning the difference between basic and applied research (how basic is used mostly by other researchers).  Learning about the time dimension in research was good also because it helped me to understand better for what type of research one would use cross-sectional research, longitudinal research, and case study.  Overall, these 2 chapters were a good base to understand how research works.

At the beginning of the course I wasn’t too sure how to differentiate Qualitative research and Quantitative research, but now, slowly it is becoming clearer.

Chapter 3 and 4

In chapter 3, I learned that research and theory are some how closely related.  Research cannot be done successfully if there is no solid theory behind.  It is like building a house with no structure.  The house has little chance to stay up.

Chapter 4 was very interesting for it gave an overview of the 3 approaches to social science (positivist, interpretive and critical).

I find it funny because as I was reading the positivist view, I could relate to it and I thought it made sense.  Then I read the interpretive and also I could relate to it –preferring it to the previous one.  And then again, as I was reading the critical view, I thought it describe my methodology better than the others and didn’t like as much the others!  Strange… 

September 30 (3 weeks done) 

For the last 2 week, I have been working on preparing for week 5, as well as reading chapter 3, 4 and 6 this week.  There has been lots of new information going through my brain…

Consequently, I now find amazing how my understanding of research is developing –from knowing almost nothing to slowly starting to grasp knowledge and understanding of the structures (assumption, concept and approach) behind research design.  One thing comes to my mind repeatedly, it is:  Doing good research takes lots of integrity.  There is so many of things/variables that have to be taken into consideration when doing research.  There is enough out there to get lost and be very bias and subjective!!

Yes,

Overall, very interesting…

October 2

Note on the format of the course.  This is my first course online, so really I have nothing to compare it to.  Overall, I like the format of the course.  When can go and work at our own time and this is good.

In this class so far I only ‘know’ a few people and I seem to keep contact with them.  I would feel very lost without the ‘keeping in touch’ with these people.

I find it hard to feel part of the large group because I don’t know all the members of this community (even though I read all the message).  But really, I’m not sure how it can be accomplish yet.  We’ll have to see… and ponder.  It is interesting because that was my fear at the beginning of the class –not feeling part of the large group.

