Reflection

Curriculum is a subject of interest for me.  I like the readings. They are interesting.  My intent is to become an instructional designer so anything that has to do with curriculum or learning theory is of interest now.  I find it interesting to see where ideas are coming from and how they built from other ideas as well.

I liked the Bobbitt and Dewey chapters.  They were quite interesting.  In many other reading I’ve seen the name ‘Bobbitt’ but didn’t know about him that much so I did find this chapter quite interesting.  I’ve heard more about Dewey.  I found interesting the difference between both –Bobbitt –more behavioral (and it is still use a lot nowadays) while –Dewey –a more constructivist approach (a more recent approach).

Three other chapters that caught my attention are the ones that related to the objectives and the taxonomy of Bloom.  This is still very much alive!  At my work (development of material for online learning), the objectives are one of the first thing student see, so they know what is expected of them.  Reading these chapters makes me think that there should be other ways to develop material. Still need to think about this though.

I know discussions are important in a course.  However, I’m starting to dislike the weekly discussion especially with big classes.  It’s just too much!  It takes too much time to keep up with the discussion and read all the messages.  This semester I’m taking two courses so it’s even worse!

I don’t get the evaluation rubric we have to do for group summaries.  Some of the points don’t seem to make sense for a summary of chapters.  Also how can “modeling of effective online teaching” be evaluated when the purpose is not to teach but rather summarize content?? 
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